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Barn Fire SafetyBarn Fire Safety

Mrs. O’Leary’s Cow may have gotten a bad rap but the folktale reminds us 
fire safety is an important part of farm life. People, animals, and property 
are in danger when fire breaks out on the farm. Inspect your barn and 
outbuildings for fire hazards to reduce the risk of tragic loss.  

4	 Heat lamps and space heaters are kept a safe 
distance from anything that can burn.

4	 Heaters are on a sturdy surface and cannot fall over.  
4	 Electrical equipment is labeled for agricultural or 

commercial use.  
4	 All wiring is free from damage.    
4	 Extension cords are not used in the barn.  
4	 Lightbulbs have covers to protect them from dust, 

moisture, and breakage.
4	 Damage is identified quickly and repairs are 

completed with safety in mind.  
4	 Dust and cobwebs around electrical outlets and 

lights are removed.  
4	 Oily rags are stored in a closed, metal container 

away from heat.
4	 Feed, hay, straw, and flammable liquids are stored 

away from the main barn.  
4	 The barn is a smoke-free zone.
4	 Exits are clearly marked and pathways are clear.  
4	 Fire drills are held frequently with everyone who 

uses the barn.
4	 Workers are trained to use fire extinguishers.
4	 Everyone in the barn knows personal safety is the 

first priority if a fire breaks out.  
4	 Hazard checks take place on a set schedule.

Required Equipment
The following safety equipment 
may be required by local 
building codes and will help 
protect your barn. Install and 
maintain: 
  
	 •	 ABC-type fire extinguishers 

near every exit and within 
15 metres from any point in 
the barn.

	 • 	Fire alarm system
	 • 	Sprinkler system
	 • 	Carbon monoxide detection 

system
  

Talk with 
your local fire 
department 
to address 
safety 
concerns 
unique to 
your farm.

ChecklistChecklist

Go to www.nfpa.org/farms
to learn more about fire 

safety on the farm.
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“CANDLE WITH CARE”

• 	 Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go 
to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom 
and other areas where people may fall asleep.

• 	 Keep candles at least 1 foot (30 centimetres) away 
from anything that can burn.

 
If you do burn candles, make sure that you...

•	 Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip 
over easily.

•	 Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.

• 	 Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any 
loose clothing away from the flame.

• 	 Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out 
before it gets too close to the

	 holder or container.

•	 Never use a candle if oxygen
	 is used in the home.

•	 Have flashlights and
	 battery-powered lighting
	 ready to use during a power
	 outage. Never use candles.

Candle
Safety

Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home 
fires — and home fire deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, 
which means that it can easily ignite anything that can burn. 

Candles and Kids

Think about using flameless
candles in your home. They look

and smell like real candles.

Never leave a child alone 
in a room with a burning 
candle. Keep matches and 
lighters up high and out of
children’s reach, in a 
locked cabinet.

FACTS
•	December is the peak 

month for home candle 
fires.	

•	More than one-third of 
home candle fires started 
in the bedroom.	

•	Three of every five candle 
fires start when things that 
can burn are too close to 
the candle.

!

!

!
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Car Fire
SafetySafety

Car Fire

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. 
Mechanical or electrical issues are the 
most common cause. A car can also catch 
fire as the result of a bad crash. If you 
see smoke or flames or smell burning 
rubber or plastic, respond immediately. 

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. 
Mechanical or electrical issues are the 
most common cause. A car can also catch 
fire as the result of a bad crash. If you 
see smoke or flames or smell burning 
rubber or plastic, respond immediately. 

How to prevent a car fire 
•	 Have your car serviced regularly by a professionally 

trained mechanic. If you spot leaks, your car is not 
running properly, get it checked. A well-maintained 
car is less likely to have a fire.

• 	 If you must transport gasoline, transport only a 
small amount in a certified gas can that is sealed. 
Keep a window open for ventilation.

•	 Gas cans and propane cylinders should never be 
transported in the passenger compartment.

• 	 Never park a car where flammables, such as grass, 
are touching the catalytic converter.

• 	 Drive safely to avoid an accident.

Know the danger signs 
•	 Cracked or loose wiring or electrical problems, 

including a fuse that blows more than once
• 	 Oil or fluid leaks
• 	 Oil cap not on securely
• 	 Rapid changes in fuel or fluid level, or engine 

temperature

What to do if your car is on fire 
•	 Pull over as quickly as it is safe to do so, be sure to use your signal as you make your 

way to a safe location off the road such as the breakdown lane or rest stop.
• 	 Once you have stopped, TURN OFF the engine.
• 	 GET everyone out of the car. Never return to a burning car for anything.
• 	 MOVE everyone at least 30 metres from the burning car and well away from traffic.
• 	 CALL 9-1-1.

Most crashes do NOT result in 
fire. In the event of any crash, 
call 9-1-1. If there is no sign 
of fire, wait for emergency 

assistance to help any injured 
individuals out of the car. 

FACT

Most car fluids are 
flammable. Heat and 
electrical sparks
plus leaking
fluid are all it
takes to start
a car fire. 
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FACTS
•	A person can be poisoned 

by a small amount of CO 
over a longer period of 
time or by a large amount 
of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

•	

Carbon

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, 
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the 
home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources 
of carbon monoxide.

!

!

•  	 CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in 
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or 
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms 
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

•  	 Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and 
mounting height.

•  	 Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
•  	 Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to 

find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.
•  	 Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according 

to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
•  	 If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. 

If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire 
department.

•  	 If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air 
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure 
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from 
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel 
declare that it is safe to re-enter the home.

•  	 If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage 
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other 
fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are 
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not 
covered with snow. 

•  	 During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, 
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up.

•  	 A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location 
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings.

•  	 Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  

HOME
HEATING
EQUIPMENT
Have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys 
inspected by a professional 
every year before cold weather 
sets in. When using a fireplace, 
open the flue for adequate 
ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home. 

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide

SafetySafety

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

There are more than 300 
CO-related deaths each 
year in Canada and more 
than 200 people are 
hospitalized per year for 
CO poisoning.
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EscapeEscape

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm 
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

PlanningPlanning

•	A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat, and fire. 
Install smoke alarms inside every 
sleeping room and outside each 
separate sleeping area. Install 
alarms on every level of the 
home. Smoke alarms should be 
interconnected. When one smoke 
alarm sounds, they all sound. 	•	According to an NFPA survey, 
only one of every three 
American households have 
actually developed and practised 
a home fire escape plan.	•	While 71% of people have an 
escape plan in case of a fire, only 
47% of those have practised it.	•	One-third of people who made 
an estimate thought they would 
have at least 6 minutes before a 
fire in their home would become 
life-threatening. The time 
available is often less. And only 
8% said their first thought on 
hearing a smoke alarm would

	 be to get out!

FACTS

!

!

!

!
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Generator Generator

Just Remember...

Downed utility lines, power company blackouts, heavy snow falls or 
summer storms can all lead to power outages. Many people turn to
a portable generator for a temporary solution without knowing
the risks. 

FACT
•	 A person can be poisoned by 

a small amount of CO over a 
longer period of time or by 
a large amount of CO over a 
shorter amount of time.

!

SafetySafety

When plugging in appliances, 
make sure they are plugged 
directly into the generator or 
a heavy duty outdoor-rated 
extension cord. The cords 
should be checked for cuts, 
tears and that the plug has 
all three prongs, especially a 
grounding pin. 

If you must connect the 
generator to the house wiring 
to power appliances, have a 
qualified electrician install a 
properly rated transfer switch 
in accordance with the National 
Electrical Code® (NEC) and 
all applicable state and local 
electrical codes.•	 Store fuel for the generator 

in a container that is 
intended for the purpose 
and is correctly labeled as 
such. Store the containers 
outside of living areas.

•	 Generators should be used in well ventilated locations 
outside at least 5 feet (1.5 metres) away from all doors, 
windows, and vent openings. Measure the 5-foot

	 (1.5 metres) distance from the generator exhaust 
system to the building. 

•	 Never use a generator in an attached garage, even 
with the door open.

•	 Place generators so that exhaust fumes can’t enter the 
home through windows, doors or other openings in 
the building. The exhaust must be directed away from 
the building.

•	 Make sure to install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms 
in your home. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 
correct placement and mounting height. 

•	 Turn off generators and let them cool down before 
refueling. Never refuel a generator while it is hot.
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Did you know?Did you know?

•	 When choosing a costume, stay away from long trailing 
fabric. If your child is wearing a mask, make sure the eye 
holes are large enough so he or she can see out.

•	 Provide children with flashlights to carry for lighting or 
glow sticks as part of their costume.

•	 Dried flowers, cornstalks and crepe paper catch fire 
easily. Keep all decorations away from open flames 
and other heat sources like light bulbs and heaters.

•	 Use a battery-operated candle or glow-stick in jack-o-
lanterns. If you use a real candle, use extreme caution. 
Make sure children are watched at all times when 
candles are lit. When lighting candles inside jack-o-
lanterns, use long, fireplace-style matches or a utility 
lighter. Be sure to place lit pumpkins well away from 
anything that can burn and far enough out of the way 
of trick-or-treaters, doorsteps, walkways and yards.

• 	 Remember to keep exits clear of decorations, so 
nothing blocks escape routes.

• 	 Make sure all smoke alarms in the home are working.

•	 Tell children to stay away from open flames including 
jack-o-lanterns with candles in them. Be sure they know 
how to stop, drop and roll if their clothing catches fire. 
(Have them practice, stopping immediately, dropping 
to the ground, covering their face with hands, and 
rolling over and over to put the flames out.) 

Halloween is a fun, and spooky,
time of year for kids. Make
trick-or-treating safe for your little
monsters with a few easy safety tips.

Halloween Fire Safety Tips
If your children are going to 
Halloween parties at others’ 
homes, have them look for 
ways out of the home and plan 
how they would get out in an 
emergency.

Halloween sparklers burn
at more than 1000°C.

Sparky® is a trademark of the NFPA.
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Install wood burning stoves 
following manufacturer’s 
instructions or have a 
professional do the installation. 
All fuel-burning equipment 
should be vented to the outside 
to avoid carbon monoxide
(CO) poisoning.

Install and maintain CO
alarms to avoid the risk
of CO poisoning. If
you smell gas in
your gas heater,
do not light the
appliance. Leave the
home immediately
and call your local fire
department or gas company.

HeatingHeating
Safety

There is something about the winter months and curling up with a good 
book by the fireplace. But did you know that heating equipment is one of 
the leading causes of home fire deaths? With a few simple safety tips and 
precautions you can prevent most heating fires from happening.

Safety

be warm and safe this winter!

• 	 Keep anything that can burn at
	 least three-feet (one metre) 
	 away from heating equipment,
	 like the furnace, fireplace, wood
	 stove, or portable space heater.

• 	 Have a three-foot (one metre) “kid-free zone”
	 around open fires and space heaters.

• 	 Never use your oven to heat your home.

• 	 Have a qualified professional install stationary 
space heating equipment, water heaters or central 
heating equipment according to the local codes 
and manufacturer’s instructions. 

• 	 Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and 
inspected every year by a qualified professional.

• 	 Remember to turn portable heaters off when 
leaving the room or going to bed.

• 	 Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the 
manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

• 	 Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop 
sparks from flying into the room.  Ashes should be 
cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep 
the container a safe distance away from your home.

• 	 Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

FACT
Half of home heating fires are 
reported during the months

of December, January,
and February.
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Pets give us comfort, friendship, and unconditional love. Our connection 
to them can be among the strongest relationships in our lives. But pets 
can cause fires. We need to be careful with pets in the home.

Pet FirePet Fire
SafetySafety

FACT

SAFETY TIPS 
•	 Pets are curious. They may bump into, turn on, or 

knock over cooking equipment. Keep pets away 
from stoves and countertops.

•	 Keep pets away from candles, lamps, and space 
heaters.

•	 Always use a metal or heat-tempered glass screen 
on a fireplace and keep it in place.

•	 Keep pets away from a chimney’s outside vents. 
Have a “pet-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 meter) 
away from the fireplace. Glass doors and screens 
can stay dangerously hot for several hours after the 
fire goes out.

•	 Consider battery-operated, flameless candles.
	 They can look and smell like real candles.

•	 Some pets are chewers. Watch pets to make sure 
they don’t chew through electrical cords. Have any 
problems checked by a professional.

SMOKE ALARMS
•	 Have working smoke alarms on every level of the 

home. Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. 

• 	 If the smoke alarm sounds, get out and stay out. 

• 	 Never go back inside for pets in a fire. Tell 
firefighters if your pet is trapped.

Make sure pets are included 
in your family’s wildfire 
evacuation plan. Build an 
evacuation kit for each pet 
in your household. Ensure 
each kit is a size and weight 
that can be quickly and 
easily loaded into a vehicle 
when packing to evacuate.

Pets and
Wildfires

Pets or wild animals have a part 
in starting about 750 home fires 
per year. These involve cooking 

equipment, fireplaces and 
chimneys, space heaters, lamps, 

bulbs, wiring, and candles.
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Fact
Two in five deaths
in space heater
fires involve
portable electric
space heaters.

SafetySafety
HeaterHeater

ElectricElectric

When the weather turns cold, it can bring a chill into our homes. 
Portable space heaters have become a popular way to supplement
central heating or heat one room.  If you plan to use portable electric 
space heaters, make sure to follow these tips and recommendations:

Types of electric space heaters
Oil or water-filled radiator
Heated oil or water travels
through the heater. 

Fan-forced heater
A fan blows warm air over
metal coils. 

Ceramic heater
Air is warmed over a ceramic 
heating element.

Infrared heaters
Heat is created by infrared bulbs.

HEATER CHECKLIST
•	 Purchase a heater with the seal of a qualified
	 testing laboratory.

• 	 Keep the heater at least 3 feet (1 metre) away
	 from anything that can burn, including people.

•	 Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat 
protection.

•	 Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.

• 	 Make sure your heater has an auto shut-off to turn 
the heater off if it tips over.

• 	 Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. 
Never block an exit.

• 	 Keep children away from the space heater.

• 	 Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet.
	 Never use an extension cord. 

• 	 Space heaters should be turned off and
	 unplugged when you leave the room or go to bed.

Portable Space Portable Space
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Scald Prevention
Safety TipsSafety Tips
Scald Prevention

A scald injury can happen at any age. Children, older adults and people with 
disabilities are especially at risk. Hot liquids from bath water, hot coffee and 
even microwaved soup can cause devastating injuries. Scald burns are the 
second leading cause of all burn injuries.

Prepackaged microwavable 
soups are a frequent cause of 
scald burn injuries (especially 
noodle soups) because they 
can easily tip over, pouring
hot liquid
(and noodles)
on the
person.

Scald Safety 
•	 Teach children that hot things can burn. Install anti-scald 

devices on tub faucets and shower heads.
• 	 Always supervise a child in or near a bathtub.
• 	 Test the water at the faucet. It should be less than 100° 

Fahrenheit (38° Celsius).
• 	 Before placing a child in the bath or getting in the bath 

yourself, test the water.
• 	 Test the water by moving your hand, wrist and forearm 

through the water. The water should feel warm, not hot, 
to the touch.

• 	 Place hot liquids and food in the center of a table or 
toward the back of a counter. 

• 	 Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 1 metre around the 
stove and areas where hot food or drink is prepared or 
carried.

• 	 Open microwaved food slowly, away from the face.
• 	 Never hold a child while you are cooking, drinking a hot 

liquid, or carrying hot foods or liquids.
•	 Never heat a baby bottle in a microwave oven. Heat baby 

bottles in warm water from the faucet.
•	 Allow microwaved food to cool before eating.
•	 Choose prepackaged soups whose containers have a 

wide base or, to avoid the possibility of a spill, pour the 
soup into a traditional bowl after heating.

FACT!

Treat a burn right away. Cool 
the burn with cool water for 
3–5 minutes. Cover with a 
clean, dry cloth. Get medical 
help if needed.

Greenhalgh DG, Bridges P, Coombs E, et al.
Instant cup of soup: design flaws increase risk of burns.
Journal of Burn Care and Research, July–August 2006: 27(4):476-81

Burn Rx
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Home Fire
Sprinklers

Home Fire
Sprinklers

Over 80% of fire deaths occur
in the home. Home fire 
sprinklers can save lives 
and property from fire. They 
respond quickly and effectively
to fire, often extinguishing the 
fire before the fire department 
arrives. Only the sprinkler 
closest to the fire will activate, 
spraying water on the fire.

And Don’t Forget...
If MOVING into an apartment
or condominium building, 
make sure common areas and 
individual apartments are 
sprinklered.

If BUILDING a new home or
remodeling an existing home,
consider installing a home fire
sprinkler system.

SAFETY TIPS
•	 Home fire sprinklers save lives and property. In many 

situations, a family who has survived a fire will also have their 
“home” to live in and enough of the items and space in their 
home to continue living their lives as they did before.

• 	 The cost of a home fire sprinkler system in a new home 
averages $1.75 CAD per sprinklered square foot totaling an 
amount similar to what is spent for carpet upgrades, paving 
stone driveway or a whirlpool bath.

	 Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2013.
•	 A home fire sprinkler system can reduce the homeowner’s 

insurance premium.
• 	 Fire departments typically use roughly 10 times as much water 

as a fire sprinkler would use to contain a fire.
	 Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2010.
•  	 Fire sprinklers are environmentally friendly. They can reduce 

the amount of water run-off and pollution, fire damage by up 
to 71%, and water usage to fight a home fire by as much as 
91%.

	 Source: FM Global and Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition Study 2010.
• 	 Cigar smoke or burnt toast will not activate a fire sprinkler. 

Only the high temperature of a fire will activate the sprinkler.
• 	 A home fire sprinkler system is easy to maintain. Just inspect 

your home to make sure the sprinklers are not blocked by 
something that would prevent the water from coming out 
such as paint and be sure the main control valve is never 
turned off.

•	 Home fire sprinklers are effective in cold and warm climates. 
Guidelines have been created for the proper installation of 
systems to avoid pipes freezing. A home fire sprinkler system 
should be winterized the same as you winterize a domestic 
water supply.

C

C

FACTS

•	More than 200 people die in 
home fires each year in Canada.

•	If a home fire occurs, the risk of 
dying decreases by about 80% 
when the home is equipped with 
a fire sprinkler system.

!

!
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The kitchen is the heart 
of the home, especially at 
Thanksgiving. Kids love 
to be involved in holiday 
preparations. Safety in 
the kitchen is important, 
especially on Thanksgiving 
Day when there is a lot of 
activity and people at home.

The kitchen is the heart 
of the home, especially at 
Thanksgiving. Kids love 
to be involved in holiday 
preparations. Safety in 
the kitchen is important, 
especially on Thanksgiving 
Day when there is a lot of 
activity and people at home.

•	 Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the 
stovetop so you can keep an eye on the food. 

•	 Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check 
on it frequently.

•	 Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be 
hot and kids should stay 1 metre away.

•	 Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. 
The steam or splash from vegetables, gravy or coffee 
could cause serious burns. 

•	 Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, 
pocketbooks or bags.

•	 Keep knives out of the reach of children.
•	 Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee 

maker, plate warmer or mixer are not dangling off the 
counter within easy reach of a child.

•	 Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of 
children — up high in a locked cabinet.

•	 Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle.
•	 Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them 

by pushing the test button.

Did you know?

Unattended cooking is the 
leading cause of fires and 

injuries in Canada.

Have activities that keep 
kids out of the kitchen during 
this busy time. Games, puzzles 
or books can keep them busy. 
Thanksgiving conversation 
starters and holiday-related Mad 
Libs can keep kids entertained for 
hours. Kids can get involved in 
Thanksgiving preparations with 
recipes that can be done outside 
the kitchen.
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Fire Safety
during Winter Storms 

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms

Winter storms can happen almost anywhere. They can cause us problems. 
Know what to do before, during and after a storm. This will help keep you 
and your family safe from a winter fire.
• 	 Test all smoke alarms. Do this at least once a month. 

This way you will know they are working. Install carbon 
monoxide alarms in your home. Test the alarms.

•	 Plan two ways out of the home in case of an emergency. 
Clear driveway and front walk of ice and snow. This will 
provide easy access to your home.

•	 Make sure your house number can be seen from the 
street. If you need help, firefighters will be able to

	 find you.

•	 Be ready in case the power goes out. Have flashlights 
on hand. Also have battery-powered lighting and fresh 
batteries. Never use candles.

•	 Stay aware of winter weather. Listen to the television or 
radio for updates. Watch for bulletins online.

•	 Check on neighbors. Check on others who may need 
help.

•	 Generators should be used outdoors. Keep them away 
from windows and doors. Do not run a generator

	 inside your garage, even if the door is open.

•	 Stay away from downed wires. Report any downed
	 wires to authorities.

•	 Be ready if the heat stops working. Use extra layers 
of clothes and blankets to stay warm. If you use an 
emergency heat source, keep anything that can burn

	 at least 1 metre away.

•	 Turn portable heaters off when you leave the room.
	 Turn them off when you go to bed.

important 
reminder:
There are more home fires 
in winter than in any other 
season. Half of all home 
heating fires happen in 
December, January
and February. 

As you stay cozy
and warm this
winter season,
be fire smart!

Keep chimneys clean and free 
from debris like creosote, nests, 
snow, and ice. Have chimneys 
cleaned and inspected at least 

once a year.

remember:
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FACTS

•	One of every three home 
Christmas tree fires is caused

	 by electrical problems. 

•	Although Christmas tree fires 
are not common, when they do 
occur, they are more likely to be 
serious. 

•	A heat source too close to the 
tree causes roughly one in every 
four of the fires.

Christmas TreeSafety

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small 
fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly. 

After Christmas
Get rid of the tree after 
Christmas or when it is dry. 
Dried-out trees are a fire 
danger and should not be 
left in the home or garage, 
or placed outside against the 
home. 	
Check with your local 
community to find a 
recycling program.

Bring outdoor electrical 
lights inside after the 
holidays to prevent hazards 
and make them last longer.

	 Picking the tree
• 	 Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not 

fall off when touched.

	 Placing the tree
• 	 Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 5 

centimetres from the base of the trunk.

• 	 Make sure the tree is at least one metre away from 
any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, 
heat vents or lights.

• 	 Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

• 	 Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water 
daily. 

	L ighting the tree
• 	 Use lights that have the label of a recognized 

testing laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor 
or outdoor use.

• 	 Replace any string of lights with worn or 
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read 
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light 
strands to connect.

• 	 Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

• 	 Always turn off Christmas tree
	 lights before leaving home
	 or going to bed.
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